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responsibility. Let’s move what we can back
to the State and local level. Let’s work to
empower people. Let’s reduce the burden of
Government and increase the opportunity it
creates. We can do these things, but it is very
important that we not fix what ain’t broke
and that we not become diverted by issues
that can only divide us when there is so much
we can do that will bring us together.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:36 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Victor Ashe of
Knoxville, TN, and Mayor Rolland R. Grant of
East Providence, RI. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks on Welfare Reform
January 28, 1995

Good morning. I am on my way to Blair
House to host an all-day meeting that is a
bipartisan working session on welfare reform.
We will have Members of Congress, Gov-
ernors, and local officials there from all
across our country. I am determined to work
with them to pass welfare reform. I think it
is perhaps the most pressing social problem
we face in our country, and the time has
come for Congress to act.

As I said in the State of the Union, what
we need in welfare reform is a New Cov-
enant of opportunity and responsibility. Peo-
ple on welfare who can work should go to
work. Parents who owe child support should
pay it. Governments don’t raise children;
people do. And we must have a national cam-
paign against teenage pregnancy and births
outside marriage.

If we’re going to end welfare, let’s do it
right. We should require work and respon-
sibility, but we shouldn’t cut people off just
because they’re poor or young or unmarried.
We should promote responsibility by requir-
ing young mothers to live at home or in prop-
er supervised settings and to finish school.
But we shouldn’t put them or their children
out on the street. I have worked on this issue
since 1980. I know that the people who want
to change welfare most are those who are
trapped on it.

Yesterday, in preparation for this meeting,
I met with four former welfare mothers who
have managed to free themselves from the
system. I listened again to the stories of peo-
ple who have had great difficulty in trying
to get the kind of support they need to get
off of welfare, people who did not want to
go on in the first place and were anxious to
be off of it. I know that most people who
are trapped in welfare will gladly take the
work options if we can work out the system
in the proper way. I also know that those
who don’t want to do the responsible thing
must be required to do so.

But our job in the end is not to tear any-
body down and not to use this issue to divide
America, but to build people up, to liberate
them, to give them the capacity they need
to compete and win in this new economy.
The American people want us to put politics
aside and to get this done for our country.
I am committed to doing it, and I believe
the people who are coming to this meeting
this morning are committed as well.

Wish us well. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:12 a.m. at the
South Portico at the White House.

The President’s Radio Address
January 28, 1995

Good morning. I want to talk to you today
about the New Covenant I discussed in the
State of the Union. My mission as President
is to restore the American dream to all of
our people. In the new economy of the 21st
century, that requires a New Covenant be-
tween the people and their Government and
among the people themselves.

This is something I’ve been talking about
for many years, since I ran for President. The
New Covenant is grounded in an old idea
that all Americans have not just a right but
a responsibility to do the hard work needed
to rise as far as their talents and determina-
tion can take them and to give something
back to their community and to their country
in return.

Opportunity and responsibility, they go
hand in hand. We can’t have one without the
other, and we can’t have a strong community
without both. We’ve worked hard to create
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